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 PUBLIC TRANSPORT LEADERS’ FORUM DECLARATION: 

INNOVATING FUNDING FOR SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS 

The International Association of Public Transport (UITP), held its first Public Transport 

Leaders’ Forum on 11 June 2019 in Stockholm, Sweden. Top executives from 40 public 

transport organisations from 23 countries joined the Forum to discuss the crucial topic 

of funding and financing in sustainable urban mobility. Forum members agreed the 

following declaration. 

1. Urbanisation is rapidly increasing and it is widely expected that 60% of the world’s 

population will live in cities by 2030. This changing landscape will place enormous 

pressure on urban mobility. It cannot be met with new roads or private cars. Public 

transport is the solution. It delivers environmental, economic and quality of life benefits 

for the whole city ecosystem. 

2. Cities will only fully benefit from public transport if they have access to the resources 

needed to adapt to this new landscape. New funding mechanisms are needed 

to support this transition. We urge authorities to explore new funding mechanisms, 

such as Land Value Capture, to apportion a fair part of the economic value 

generated by the increase in land value where public transport is developed. 

3. We are playing our part by improving our efficiency and reducing costs, at the 

same time as increasing our customer focus. This is improving value for money and 

increasing the attractiveness of our services. 

4. We are embracing new technologies to improve public transport services while 

reducing costs, for example through digital asset management, and making our 

services more convenient and easier to use through real time travel information.  
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5. Public transport is the key to tackling climate change and achieving the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals. The cost of the climate change will be devastating 

for public finances. Investing now in sustainable urban mobility will mitigate the 

consequences and future costs. The case for tax payer funded support has never 

been clearer in addressing the climate emergency. 

6. Transport has a huge impact on the urban ecosystem. As Public Transport leaders, 

we are partnering with all city stakeholders, in particular the business sector, to 

demonstrate the economic benefits of reducing congestion, air pollution and limited 

accessibility to employment, health and leisure services. We thus encourage all the 

other sectors of society to view public transport actors as allies and collaborators in 

ensuring the smart growth of our cities. 
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MEMBERS 

Public Transport Victoria (Australia) 

Wiener Linien (Austria) 

Société des transports intercommunaux de Bruxelles (Belgium) 

Vlaamse vervoermaatschappij VVM de Lijn (Belgium) 

Operateur de Transport de Wallonie (Belgium) 

Réseau de Transport de la Capitale (Canada) 

Société de Transport de Montreal (Canada) 

Metro de Santiago (Chile) 

Helsinki Regional Transport (Finland) 

Keolis Group (France) 

RATP Group (France) 

Transdev Group (France) 

Hamburger Hochbahn (Germany) 

Kölner Verkehrs-Betriebe (Germany) 

Stadt Karlsruhe (Germany) 

Stuttgarter Strassenbahnen AG (Germany) 

Verkehrsbetriebe Karlsruhe GmbH (Germany) 
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MTR Corporation Limited (Hong Kong SAR, China) 

Iarnrod Eireann – Irish Rail (Ireland) 

Bus Atha Cliath – Dublin Bus (Ireland) 

Azienda Trasporti Milanesi S.p.A. (Italy) 

Prasarana Malaysia Berhad (Malaysia) 

Casablanca Trnasport SA (Morocco) 

GVB Amsterdam (Netherlands) 

Ruter AS (Norway) 

Metro Warsaw LTD (Poland) 

Companhia Carris de Ferro de Lisboa (Portugal) 

Metropolitano de Lisboa (Portugal) 

Land Transport Authority (Singapore) 

Transports Metropolitans de Barcelona SA (Spain) 

Ferrocarrils de la Generalitat de Catalunya (Spain) 

Empresa Municipal de Transportes de Madrid (Spain) 

Transports Publics de la Région Lausannoise SA (Switzerland) 

Postauto AG (Switzerland) 

Verkehrsbetriebe Zürich (Switzerland) 

Roads and Transport Authority (United Arab Emirates) 

Transport for London (United Kingdom) 

The Go-Ahead Group PLC (United Kingdom) 

Transport for West Midlands (United Kingdom) 

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (United States of America) 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (United States of America) 

 


